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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 62 , 6 9 9 , 76 0M ay 15 , 2 0 0 3

(Vis i t o r s
amendment ,

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk y ou , Se n a t o r B r a sh e a r .
i nt r oduced. ) On wi t h di scu s s i o n o f t he Br ashe a r
AM1946, S e n a t o r Co n n e a l y .

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I ri se
i n su p p or t o f t he am e ndment and s uppor t o f t he b i l l i n t o t al .
And pa r t i c u l a r l y , I wa n t t o t a l k ab o u t t h e se c t i o n t h a t c am e o ut
o f L B 6 2 . I t o u ch ed o n t h i s a l i t t l e b i t y e s t e r d ay wh e n w e w e re
talking about the Attorney General's f unding and making s ure
that we have competent prosecution and prosecution help, in
particular out in the rural areas A nd th is is the oth er side
of it. It is e ffic ient, it is c ost saving, when you have
c ompetent prosecution and also competent defense. It 's ou r
r esponsib i l i t y i n t hese b i g cases t o make sur e t hat w e d o
everything correctly. The Commission for Public Advocacy helps
counties do that. They are active here in Lancaster County, and
also i n Do u g l a s Coun ty . Bu t f or m e, t he he l p t h at t he y gi ve i n
these large cases, like the one in Madison in county, and other
p laces ar o u n d t he s t at e , i s j us t i nval ua b l e , so t hat w e d o a
good job, that we have less appeals of court decisions, that we
have competent counsel out there, not only prosecuting but also
when we have to supply that defense for an indigent defense. So
I ve ry mu ch appr e c i a t e t he J u d ic i a r y C ommit t ee , S e n a to r M i n e s
and Senator Brashear, p utting this package together. I think
the other components of the bill are very important also. The
educat ion o f j ud g e s i n t hi s comp l i ca t e d er a i s ver y , ver y
i mportant . So I am i n sup p o r t of t hi s cu r r e n t a mendment . The
LB 699 section that is for mediation and dispute resolution is,
I think, a real jewel in Nebraska, and one that's becoming even
more ev i den t a s t o h o w i t can sa v e b o t h l i t i gan t s a n d t h e cou r t s
money. And so I'm in very strong support of that section of the
bill too. And I want to thank Senator Brashear for bringing
t h i s .

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Co nnealy. Senato r
Wehrbein on the amendment to the Judiciary Committee amendments
t o LB 7 6 0.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Mr. President, members. I'd like
to ask Senator Brashear a question.
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